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A new shuttle service sched-
uled to be launched this sum-
mer may help Port Washing-
ton commuters avoid having
to line up for coveted parking
spaces at the hamlet’s Long Is-
land Rail Road station.

Port Washington-based Jiffy
Shuttle aims to address issues
that its founder, Jamie Engel,
said affect commuters in cities
and suburbs — a lack of park-
ing spaces and congestion.

“We need less cars on the
road, we need less traffic,”
said Engel, 47, of Port Wash-
ington. “People are interested
in owning less things.”

The idea of a shuttle ser-
vice was proposed by the com-
munity in an October 2016
parking and traffic survey con-
ducted by a North Hempstead
Town committee, said Mindy
Germain, the executive direc-
tor of Residents Forward, a
Port Washington nonprofit.
The hamlet was the top area
in the town voting in favor of
a shuttle, Germain added.

“Parking has been a prob-
lem in our community for so
long and it’s only getting
worse,” said Germain, 47. “Peo-
ple are looking for alterna-
tives because there are really
not enough parking spots.”

The survey results were
shared publicly, leading to the

partnership between the non-
profit, the village of Port
Washington North and Jiffy
Shuttle.

Riders who sign up for a
$169 monthly pass gain access
to unlimited rides Monday to
Friday during rush hour of the

morning and evening com-
mutes. There are six shuttle
pick-up locations along Sound-
view Drive. Engel said resi-
dents can propose new routes,
which will be considered and
launched as needed.

Village Mayor Bob Weitzner

said the shuttle service would
be a way to “change the pat-
tern of racing to the train two
hours early to just get a spot.”
The village is not charging
Jiffy Shuttle to operate at the
Port Washington station.

Engel said the shuttle service
would have a soft opening date
of Aug. 20, with a limited mem-
bership. The service will offi-
cially be launched in the fall.
Preregistrations are going on.

“It’s another option for peo-
ple,” Engel added. “It’s a less ex-
pensive option for people that
should hopefully be convenient
for them to use every day.”

The service is designed to be
cheaper than a ridesharing com-
pany, and it is priced to cost
less than a spot at the train sta-
tion, Engel said. Parking spots
at the LIRR station require resi-
dent permits that cost $240 for
an annual membership and $30
for a monthly membership.
Town officials said there are
about 1,000 spots available at
the station, the majority of
which are full by peak commut-
ing times in the morning.

“If it’s raining or if it’s snow-
ing or cold, how do you get
the prime spot?” Weitzner
said. “I think one of the beauti-
ful things about the shuttle,
aside from weather, is to be
able to time your train more
to when you need to be at
work, as compared to when
you need to get a spot.”

Leaders of two municipali-
ties near Smithtown’s pro-
posed Gyrodyne subdivision
in late June asked town offi-
cials to expand the scope of
a planned environmental
study of the possible im-
pacts of development there.

The letters from Head of
the Harbor Mayor Douglas
Dahlgard and Brookhaven Su-
pervisor Edward Romaine
show continuing concern
over the company’s vision for
development of a hotel, of-
fices, assisted living and
other uses at the 75-acre prop-
erty off Mills Pond Road and
North County Road.

Dahlgard listed concerns
including runoff, increased
traffic on village roads and a
fuller accounting of the im-
pact of new residents who
might move to the area to
take jobs at a developed Gy-
rodyne site.

Romaine warned that he ex-
pected the environmental
study to provide a “hard
look” at impacts, rather than
“ranges” of impacts. He asked
that the study address topics
including Avalon Park, a
nearby nature preserve.

Gyrodyne applied to
Smithtown for subdivision
approval in April, but the
town-ordered environmen-
tal impact study must come
first and could take months
or years to complete.

Gyrodyne president Gary
Fitlin did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

— NICHOLAS SPANGLER

Call to expand
Gyrodyne study
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Jiffy Shuttle founder
Jamie Engel, left,
Mindy Germain and
Mayor Bob Weitzner
with one of the Jiffy
Shuttles.

Hamlet launching service
for LIRR commuters
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GET A RIDE IN A JIFFY
Riders can preregister on Jiffy Shuttle’s website, from Aug. 20
to Sept. 30. The service is offering 10 weeks for $99. The shut-
tle locations are at:
\ Soundview and Driftwood drives
\ Soundview and Steamboat drives
\ Soundview Drive and Schooner Lane
\ Soundview Drive between Angler and Marin lanes
\ Soundview Drive and Sandy Court
\ Soundview Drive by Building #27 at Wildwood Garden Apart-
ments
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