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The New York City 

Dept of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC) is 

considering allowing 

New York City to renew 

a permit to re-open 

a number of wells in 

Queens for “emergency 

purposes.” Many of these wells connect to the Lloyd Aquifer—

the only source of water for over a million Long Islanders and 

the least contaminated of all of Long Island’s wells. As a sole 

source aquifer island, we have no other options. The City does.

If these wells are opened and as many as 68 million gallons a 

day are pumped, saltwater and/or toxic plumes might intrude, 

rendering our water unusable for generations. 

Led by Mindy Germain, Residents Forward Executive 
Director, Western Nassau County Aquifer Committee Lead 
Organizer and Port Washington 
Water District Commissioner, a 
letter was recently submitted to 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. Signed 
by dozens of elected officials, 
water suppliers, environmental 
advocates and other concerned organizations, the letter 
urges waiting until the Independent Sustainability Study 
is completed before considering whether the DEC should 
approve the permit request.

One of Residents Forward’s most important missions right 
now is to keep working with water experts and various 
levels of government to ensure that the proper science is 

It Takes an Island to Protect Our Drinking Water

continued on page 2

Does Your Child Dream 
of Changing the World? 
Port Washington is a peninsula surrounded by water 

on three sides, making it particularly 
susceptible to climate change. 
Residents Forward is launching its 
inaugural Youth Climate Summit, the 
first of its kind on Long Island. As future 
stewards of our planet, the event’s 
purpose is to inspire the next generation 

of environmental change agents to act on 
climate change as a permanent way of life. 

The Youth Climate Summit will take place on Saturday, 
April 28, 2018, 12:30 – 6pm at the Port Washington Public 
Library’s Lapham Meeting Room.  Themed “Shore Up Our 
Future,” 100 Port Washington 8th – 12th grade students 
will be selected through applications to participate in 
this program.

Celebrating 50 Years 
Past and Future
This year’s Residents Forward gala marks 50 years of 
improving the quality of life on the Port Washington 
peninsula. It also marks the new heights Residents will 
reach in the future as it strives to make Port Washington 
even more vibrant, resilient, sustainable and beautiful.

Mindy Germain speaks to concerns over New 
York City’s desire to access Long Island’s 
water supply. 

Join Us!
Call 516.
767.9151

For Tix

Dan Donatelli, Besty Liegey and Michelle 
Shain are very fitting gala honorees since 
their contributions to the organization 
have dramatically benefitted the entire 
Port Washington peninsula. 

Dan Donatelli Besty Liegey Michelle Shain
continued on page 2

Lloyd Aquifer, 
Long Island’s 
p u r e s t  wat e r 
source, at risk                    
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in place to protect our drinking water 
for the short and long-term. 

Spearheaded by Governor Cuomo, the 
science-based study will determine 
whether drawing tens of millions 
of gallons of water a day beyond its 
current use for Long Islanders will 
cause saltwater intrusion or draw 
toxic plumes into the Lloyd Aquifer. 

“Long Island cannot afford the 
ambiguity surrounding the impacts 
of pumping 68 million gallons more 
water per day from our already 
stressed aquifer, said Germain. 
“Residents Forward will continue to 
lead the charge to prevent the DEC 
from issuing this permit until the 
study data is available.” As a point of 
reference, the entire Town of North 
Hempstead only uses about 40 
million gallons of water per day.

For more information about the 
Aquifer protection initiative, contact 
Mindy Germain at 516-767-9151 or 
mgermain@pwresidents.org.

Changing the World? continued 

Residents is honored to announce that the Summit’s 
keynote speaker is Dr. John Byrne, president of the 
Foundation For Renewable Energy and 
Environment. He and fellow members were 
awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 for their 
work on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Dr. Byrne is also Chairman and President 
of the Foundation For Renewable Energy and 
Environment (FREE). His Summit speech will focus 
on “Climate Change: From Global to Local.”

During the Summit breakout sessions, students and mentors will ideate 
Climate Action Projects that focus on four key areas of concern:
Waste - Throw Away Culture The one-way cycle of most stuff in our society
Food -The 3,000-Mile Salad Taking a fresh look at the food industry
Water – Water is Life The pathway of toxins into our groundwater and bay
Economy – Careers and Education Jobs That Make a Difference
Climate Action Projects Planning fun projects to mitigate climate change

Student teams will lead the implementation of the Climate Action Projects 
with the help of Residents Forward, the School District and community 
volunteers to:
    • Help drive public policy at the government level
    • Gain amazing experience for their future and college resumes
    • Receive certification as a Youth Climate Action Committee member
    • Know they’re helping to protect our planet

This is a unique experience for teens to be part of a team of change 
agents for our planet’s future...and our own. Contact Mindy Germain for  
more information at mgermain@pwresidents.org.
            

 

Apply today!
Only one hundred 8th – 12th grade 
students will be selected.

Yesterday is 
not ours to 
recover, but 
tomorrow is 
ours to win 

   or lose.        
                 L.B.Johnson

pwresidents.org

Ensuring Our Planet 
is in Educated Hands
Residents Forward is dedicated to teaching our children 
about our local environment and how to conserve 
resources.
 
Second graders learn how to Be a Friend to Trees and 
recycle at school and home. Third graders visit Baxter Pond 
to study the ecosystem with Alley Pond Environmental 
Center educators. Fourth graders enjoy meeting Long 
Island natives like owls, opossums and snakes!
 

Grassroots Environmental Education visits fifth graders 
to discuss what they know about our local aquifer, how 
it becomes polluted and what families can do to reduce 
pollutants and decrease water usage.
 
Our Give a Litter Bit program inspires Weber Middle 
School and Schreiber High School students, who pledge 
to keep our community clean and encouraging others 
to do the same. Schreiber Tree Huggers work with 
Residents staff and board on various initiatives and help 
educate younger students.
 
We are confident that the future guardians of our planet 
have the knowledge to become strong environmental 
change agents as children and adults. Visit Environmental 
Ed under Our Work at pwresidents.org.

Cleaner & Greener
Every April, Residents hosts Clean Green Main 
Street. Hundreds of volunteers young and old meet 
at the LIRR Station pick up gloves, tools, plants 
and other materials. By the end of the morning, 
Main Street is all spruced up, ready for the growing 
season and summertime!

This year’s event, which will take 
place on Saturday, April 21, features 
extra special activities since it’s 
our 50th anniversary. All volunteers 
should meet at the LIRR Station at 
9am to sign in and pick up tools and 
materials. Come wearing work clothes, a hat and 
sunscreen. Residents Forward and our partner, the 
Town of North Hempstead will provide the rest. 

Children are encouraged to participate, but 
adult supervision is a must. Students will receive 
community service certificates. There is no need 
to pre-register, but reserving a space, especially 
for groups (welcomed and appreciated!), is 
recommended. Contact Residents at 767-9151 or 
info@pwresidents.org. 

April
21st 
9am

Water continued

Dr. John Byrne 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

We’re new! 
New name, logo 
and newsletter! 
Look to RFNews for 
quarterly updates 
on our activities and 
accomplishments 
for Port!
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Cinema on The Bay, 2018 
Every year, we ask our members which movies they’d like to see during each 
summer’s Cinema on the Bay performances. And, every year, the choices 
are better than the year before. As always, this year’s movie lineup combines 
adventure, a musical, a classic and kids favorites.  
 
For 50 years, Residents has focused on things that make Port Washington 
more beautiful in every way we can. Cinema on the Bay is a small, but really 
terrific example of what we do and how involved our community is in that, year 
after year, this event has grown bigger and better! 

Save these dates:

Place ________________ Admission _______
Time ________________ Date ____________

© Swank Motion Pictures, Inc.

Place ___________________Admission _________

Time ___________________Date _____________
© Swank Motion Pictures, Inc.

Place ___________________Admission _________

Time ___________________Date _____________
© Swank Motion Pictures, Inc.

Place ___________________Admission _________

Time ___________________Date _____________
© Swank Motion Pictures, Inc.

Wonder Woman
Saturday, June 16
8:30pm 

Wonder 
Saturday, July 7
8:30pm 

Ghostbusters
Saturday, July 21
8:30pm 

Sing
Saturday, Aug. 11
8:00pm 

We thank David Brackett for more than 10 years of 
service on our Board of Directors and most recently as 
our Treasurer. We will miss his steady hand and solid 

guidance. We are thrilled to report Annette Oestreich, who 
adeptly spearheaded Residents’ finances for 10 years as VP of 
Finance has been elevated to Treasurer.

Our Mission To inspire 
and unify the residents 
of Port Washington to 
protect and advance the 
vibrancy, resiliency, 
sustainability and beauty 
of our Peninsula.


