News

www.portwashington-news.com

An Anton Media Group Publication

$1.25

Port Washington
January 23 - 29, 2019

Established 1903

Also Serving Sands Point, Baxter Estates, Port Washington North, Flower Hill and Manorhaven

Vol. 114, No. 17

FREE SUBSCRIBER OFFER - SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS!

Manhasset
Bay Protection
Committee will
place a seabin
in the bay to
collect trash.
(Photo from the
Seabin Project)

Talkin’ Trash
Environmental committee one of the first to try
marine skimmer in Manhasset Bay (See page 3)

Manorhaven residents call for BZA to reopen public comment
USPS Identification Statement on Page 2A

(See page 4)
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Seabin Soon To
Keep Manhasset Bay Clean

on the cover

By Christina Claus

Deonarine. “Some local marinas are interested in
this. We hope ours will demonstrate that this has an
impact and other organizations will purchase it for
their own areas.”
In order to care for the seabin, Deonarine hopes
to hire interns to help her empty the device once a
day and MBPC will collect data on what they recover. She also explained that the seabin will mostly be
maintained by the Town of North Hempstead for its
regular monthly cleaning.

cclaus@antonmediagroup.com

A

fter receiving a $6,000 grant from Nassau
County Soil and Water Conservation District,
the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee
(MBPC) is set to purchase a seabin from Project
Seabin, a charity organization whose mission is to
have pollution free oceans for future generations,
to help keep Manhasset Bay trash free. According
to Residents Forward executive director Mindy
Germain, Residents Forward collected just more than
200 pounds of trash, including plastics, bottle caps,
cigarette butts, plastic bottles, plastic bags, shotgun
shells and microplastics, from Manhasset Bay last
summer as part of a Youth Climate Summit project in
conjunction with Kostal Paddle. Placing a seabin in
the bay should help alleviate some of the trash in addition to efforts similar to those of Residents Forward.

What is a seabin?

A seabin is kind of a mix between a pool skimmer
and a garbage can: it is a “floating debris interception device designed to be installed in the water of
marinas, yacht clubs, ports and any water body with
a calm environment and services available.” Two
surfers, Andrew Turton and Pete Ceglinski, quit their
jobs to create the seabin with the help of distributer
Poralu Marine, a harbor equipment supplier in
France.
Water is sucked up from the surface and passes
through a catch bag inside the seabin and then the
water is pumped back into the marina, leaving litter
and debris trapped in the catch bag. The seabin,
which is generally installed in marinas on a floating
dock, can catch about more than three pounds of
floating debris per day including microplastics.
Project Seabin has just begun distribution of the
product in the United States this year.

MBPC Finds Seabin Project

A few members of the committee had seen a video of the seabin at work on Facebook and brought
it to the attention of the rest of the organization,

Other MBPC Projects

MBPC and the Town of North Hempstead received
a $125,000 grant from the New York State Regional
Economic Development Council Initiative to update
the 1999 Water Quality Improvement Plan for
Manhasset Bay.
“This will give us ideas for projects to restore and
protect the water quality,” said Deonarine. “We’re
mostly concerned about bacteria.”
“The Town of North Hempstead is pleased
to partner with the Manhasset Bay Protection
Committee on this endeavor to update the Water
Quality Improvement Plan for Manhasset Bay,”
said Town Supervisor Judi Bosworth in a statement
suggesting that the seabin should be put at the
on Jan. 7. “The plan will ultimately assist us with
Town Dock.
finding ways to protect our bay from pollution and
“It’s important that we get the seabin because
improve our water quality for our residents.”
recreation is the number one economic driver in
Deonarine explained the study will go out to bid
Manhasset Bay,” said executive director of MBPC
to
hire a company to complete the study.
Sarah Deonarine. “There’s a lot of fishing and
The
funds will be used to help identify major
people come from other countries and we want
pollution sources such as pathogens. In addition,
them to see it’s beautiful and not covered in trash.
Additionally, it leads into the sound and the ocean, it will help develop recommendations and ways to
help manage pollution focusing on climate change
so we’re thinking globally and acting locally.”
The Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation and habitat loss and its impact on Manhasset Bay.
For the study, she explained, the company hired
District will purchase the seabin outright for MBPC.
will most likely be looking for bacteria hotspots,
They are waiting on paperwork from seabin to cut
habitat loss such as loss of tidal wetlands, and how
the check. Deonarine said they hope to get the
seabin this year, maybe before the summer. It will be the land has changed, such as added development,
and its impact on the environment of Manhasset Bay.
delivered to the Town Dock, attached to the kayak
MBPC will be searching and applying for new
float on the south side of the Town Dock and it will
grants to fund projects to implement reccomendamove up and down with the tides.
tions that come out of the study.
“We will look to buy more in the future,” said
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