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Get Ready for Gala!
Residents Forward Gala ‘22
No Dream Too Big, No Job Too Small
Friday, June 3rd, 7pm-11pm
Rain date Friday, June 10th
Attire Breezy & Chic

Residents Forward is celebrating the return of our live and 
in-person Gala on Friday, June 3rd and invites you to join us!

The Gala will celebrate two exceptional honorees, Mindy 
Germain and Melissa Vissicchio, for whom there is No Dream 
Too Big, No Job Too Small. Through their dedication to creating 
a vision for change and their hands-on approach to making it 
happen, their work has enhanced the lives of generations of 
Port Residents.

This Gala marks an exciting change of scenery for Residents 
Forward. In our search for an outdoor venue, we have returned 
the Gala to our hometown and found a beautiful spot that 
evokes our history of grassroots advocacy for our precious 
waterfront while looking to the future—the North Hempstead 
Beach Park Pavilion. The Park is about to undergo a revitalization 
project and lends itself as a perfect backdrop for Gala ‘22.

Our night under the stars includes a tasting menu 
accompanied by Long Island wine and beer, a DJ and dancing, 
raffles and silent auctions, and tablescapes by former Residents 
Board President, Betsy Liegey.

We can’t wait to celebrate with you! Gala tickets, journal ads 

and sponsorship information are all available online at  
https://residentsforward.org/event/gala2022/

For Gala updates, like Residents Forward on Facebook and 
follow @ResidentsForward on Instagram.

Residents Forward would like to thank graphic artist Michelle 
Shain for the inspiration and creativity she has brought to Gala ’22.

Gala '22!
Please join us for a night under the stars 

to celebrate our honorees
Mindy Germain & Melissa Vissicchio

Friday, June 3rd • 7-11pm 
North Hempstead Beach Park Pavillion

Dinner & Dancing
Attire Breezy & Chic

Raindate Friday, June 10th

Thank you to our 2022 Gala Sponsors:
Waterfront Preservation Sponsor
The Vissicchio Family

Beautification & Pride Sponsors
The Peter & Jeri Dejana Foundation
The Johnson Family
Annette Oestreich of Precision Work Inc.

Drinking Water Protection Sponsors
Mindy & Victor Germain
Jen & David Rimmer
Gennaro Sbarro
Ellen Zimmerman

Education & Action Sponsors
Dr. & Mrs. David Adler
Community Chest of Port Washington
D&B Engineers and Architects
Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty—Port Washington
Dawn Serignese, Associate Real Estate Broker, Daniel Gale 
Sotheby’s
Stephen & Sara Edelson (Smusht)
Mrs. Paula Germain
Cynthia Litman/MomTime Events
Jeff Schor & Alex Trinkoff 
Michelle Shain
Well Read Ladies

SPONSORSHIPS ARE STILL AVAILABLE! GO TO HTTPS://RESIDENTSFORWARD.ORG/EVENT/GALA2022/.
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Meet Our 2022 Honorees
Mindy Germain is the Vice 
President of Residents Forward’s 
Board of Directors, its former 
Executive Director, a Port 
Washington Water District 
Commissioner, and founder and 
president of Eco-Leap LLC. 

For many years, Mindy 
has brought her dream of a 
sustainable future to Residents 
Forward, along with a talent for 

advocacy and a capacity for hard work. During her 13 years 
as Executive Director, Residents Forward made tremendous 
progress in every area of its work. To make our community 
cleaner, Residents introduced Clean Green Main Street and 
brought Port the first cigarette butt recycling program on Long 
Island. To make it greener, Residents created the Green Team 
Environmental Leader educational program, Long Island’s first 
Youth Climate Summit, and the Trash Talkin’ and Every Drop 
Counts educational exhibits at Bay Walk. To make it more 
sustainable, Residents brought a NICE commuter shuttle to 
Port Washington and kicked off a new era of walking with Let’s 
Walk PW. To make it more beautiful, Residents launched the 
Port Washington Mural Project and revamped the gardens 
in front of the Post Office, Train Station and Blumenfeld Park. 
Throughout her tenure, Germain maintained Residents’ 
tradition of environmental advocacy, for example, fighting the 
reactivation of the Queens Wells that threatened Port’s drinking 
water. 

In 2020, Mindy launched Eco-Leap LLC, a consulting firm 
that helps communities and companies identify steps that 
create leaps in climate resiliency. She has served as a Port 
Washington Water District Commissioner since 2013 and has 
led the Western Nassau County Aquifer Committee since 2015. 
Recently, she launched the PWWD’s “Do It for Port” education 
and action series and started a newspaper column, “Germain on 
Water.” Mindy Germain and her husband, Victor, reside in Port 
Washington and are the proud parents of three children, Sophie, 
Gabriel, and Harry.

Melissa Vissicchio is the 
Co-President of Residents 
Forward’s Board of Directors as 
well as a long-term board 
member of the Property Owners’ 
Association of Harbor Acres. To 
each of these roles, Melissa brings 
a talent for community-building 
along with an eye for detail 
cultivated by her years as an 
auditor with Deloitte & Touche LLP 

and as a controller in the private equity industry.
Since moving to Port Washington in 2008, Melissa has 

dreamed of creating a strong, beautiful, environmentally 
conscious community to raise her family. When her children 
were younger, she took active executive roles within the Home 
School Associations at Daly and Weber, rising to the role of 
Co-President.  As a board member of the Property Owners’ 
Association of Harbor Acres, she runs social events, organizes 
the annual beach clean-up, and personally maintains the beach 
garden.

It was Melissa’s love of Port Washington’s beautiful 
waterfront, and the charm of our Main Street, that brought her 
to Residents Forward in 2018—and it continues to inspire her 
work. As chair of the Beautification Committee, Melissa can 
often be found working in the Residents Forward gardens, 
ensuring that they flourish. She has been instrumental in 
launching Residents’ annual Backyard Garden Tour and has 
been a guiding force in the Port Washington Mural Project, 
helping to develop five murals that capture unique aspects of 
the vibrancy, diversity, and pulse of Port Washington. Currently, 
Melissa leads a collaboration between Residents Forward 
and local photographer Roy Schneider to hang copies of his 
photographs in the windows of empty storefronts on Main 
Street.

When Melissa is not volunteering, she enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Jack, and daughters, Brianna and Emily. She 
loves gardening, walking her dog, Leo, cooking and spending 
time with the amazing friends she has made here in Port 
Washington. 

Our honorees’ vision and hard work are truly remarkable. Help us honor them! Get your gala  
tickets at https://residentsforward.org/event/gala2022/.  Your support will ensure that there  
will never be a dream too big or a job too small when it comes to caring for Port Washington.
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It’s Always Fun to Clean Green Main Street
Saturday, April 30th was a beautiful day 
for Clean Green Main Street. We provided 
brooms and gloves, and community 
members of all ages came together 
to sweep sidewalks and pick up litter. 
About 100 people participated, including 
families with young children, groups of 
Weber and Schreiber students, Scout 
troops, and sports teams. It was a perfect 
way to celebrate spring, and by the end 
of the morning, our community really was 
a whole lot cleaner and greener!

We are so grateful to Councilwoman 
Mariann Dalimonte for partnering with us 
and organizing support from the Town of 

North Hempstead Highway Department. 
Thank you to the Port Washington 
Police Department for keeping us safe. 

And finally, a big thank you to our event 
sponsor, Annette Oestreich of Precision 
Work Inc., for making this event possible.

Cultivating Environmental Leadership at the Climate 
Awareness Garden
During the 2021-2022 school year, the Climate Awareness 
Garden, located at Schreiber High School, has offered 
students a welcome opportunity to spend time outside with 
other people. Under the guidance of Residents Forward’s 
Environmental Educator, Lynn Capuano, 7th-12th graders 
participated in a leadership development program. In the fall, 
they were interns learning about the garden and providing 
assistance to the elementary-aged kids. All participants, K-12, 
chipped in to level the ground for the raised beds to address 
erosion issues. In between shoveling and resetting the raised 
beds, they took nature walks, explored composting, and 
learned about the vast resources needed to raise animals for 
food compared to the relatively minimal resources needed to 
raise plants for food.

Over the winter months, the 7th-12th graders continued 
meeting, braving the cold weather more than once, to learn 
about the causes and consequences of climate change and 
what drives people to engage in environmental behavior. 
They then created lesson plans for spring sessions in the 
garden, which they would each lead. In addition, they led 
three workshops for elementary students at the library about 
soil, plants and human health, and greenhouses and the 
greenhouse effect.

Halfway into the spring program, the 7th-12th graders are 
leading sessions for elementary-aged participants through 
hands-on, interactive games, conversation, and activities. So 

far they have covered decomposers, seed planting, how plants 
help address climate change, and what our garden means to 
us. The rest of the spring will be just as fun and educational 
as students fill the garden beds with seeds, explore the 
importance of water to our well-being, and learn more about 
the connection between food and climate change.

Look out for information about future programming at the 
Climate Awareness Garden!
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Introducing  
Our First DIY 
Cleanup Station
Our very first DIY Cleanup Station has 
been installed at Sunset Park!  Anyone 
can swing by, grab a bag and gloves 
from inside the box, and perform their 
own litter clean-up.  Post your picture 
with the hashtag #givealitterbit so we 
can thank you.

Thank you to our sponsor, Marlene 
Friedberg.  Thank you to Michelle Shain 
for designing the beautiful graphics 
on the box. Interested in sponsoring 
a clean-up station?  Email pclass@
pwresidents.org.

Thank you to 
our 2022 Planter 
Sponsors:
Annette Oestreich - Precision Work
The Brodsky Family
The Manko Family
Fathoms Hotel & Marina

Thank you to 
our 2022 Garden 
Sponsors:
The Peter & Jeri Dejana Foundation
The Hanft Family
The Krieger Family
The Vissicchio Family
The Zimmerman Family

Helping to 
Beautify  
Main Street

Next time you're on Main Street, look 
out for our latest effort to promote Port 
Washington’s beauty and vibrancy! We 
have partnered with local photographer 
Roy Schneider to display his photography 
in the windows of unrented stores. They 
look amazing and bring beauty and 
interest to a stroll down Main Street.

Thank you to Residents' co-president 
Melissa Vissicchio (pictured above) and 
the entire Beautification committee for 
spearheading this creative project. Thank 
you to Roy Schneider for beautifying 
our community with inspiring art. And 
a big shout out to the Town of North 
Hempstead for helping us make it 
happen!

This project is so new that it doesn't 
have a name! Have a creative idea? Send 
it to info@pwresidents.org.

Graphic artist Michelle Shain and Residents Forward 
co-president Melissa Vissicchio at the Cleanup 
Station.
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Save the Date for Party in the Park 2022!

Sunday, September 18
1pm – 4pm

at Blumenfeld Family Park
GAMES ✿ RIDES ✿ SNACKS ✿ LIVE MUSIC ✿ MORE!

Back by Popular Demand:  
Port Outdoors
Summer is around the corner, and Port Outdoors Dine & Shop is back! Starting on 
May 19th and continuing through September 22nd, Main Street will become an open 
air mall, closed to cars, from 5:00 to 10:00 pm every third Thursday of the month. 
Come out and enjoy dining, shopping and listening to live, local music performed at 
the Main Stage. Musical performances will be organized by Landmark on Main Street; 
visit www.landmarkonmainstreet.org to see a line-up.

On May 19th, July 21st and September 15th, upper Main Street will be closed from 
Port Washington Boulevard to Mackey Avenue, and the Main Stage will be at the 
LIRR Station. On June 16th, August 18th and September 22nd, middle and lower Main 
Street will be closed from Central Drive to Shore Road, and the Main Stage will be at 
Blumenfeld Park.

Thanks to the Port Washington BID, the Port Washington Chamber of Commerce 
and Landmark on Main for hosting Port Outdoors along with Residents Forward. 
Thank you to the Town of North Hempstead and to the Port Washington Police for 
supporting Port Outdoors and to Precision Work Inc. for their generous sponsorship.

Keep Port Strong! Main Street will become an open-air mall with expanded 
outdoor dining, sidewalk sales and live entertainment. No cars allowed.

THIRD THURSDAYS • 5-    10 PM

May 19 - Sept. 22

Middle Main Street  
& Lower Main Street
Main Street closed to traffic: 
Central Drive to Shore Road

Upper Main Street 
& Port Commons
Main Street closed to traffic: 
PW Blvd to Mackey Avenue

Hosted By

ON MAIN STREET
J E A N N E  R I M S K Y  T H E A T E R

Free Parking!
At LIRR • Commuter Lots 
Side Streets

Pedestrians Only
Rain Dates &
More info at 
portwashingtonbid.org
or pwcoc.org

Supported By

Sponsored By

Special 
Thanks to 
NICE 
and
PWFD

May  19
Jul     21
Sep   15

Jun    16
Aug   18
Sep   22

Alternating Zones
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Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Curt Trinko
Co-Presidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dawn Serignese
  Melissa Vissicchio
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mindy Germain
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andrew Small
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon Brooks
Member at Large  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Roy Smitheimer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joyce DeCosta
Bonnie Doran
Susan Goldman
Dolores Holliday
Adrienne Kane
Cynthia Litman

Jim Russo
Deborah Shapiro
Maria Shapiro
Shari Shedrofsky
Alice Weinberg
Joel Ziev

Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patricia Class
Director of Development . . . . . . . . .Kim Keiserman

Chairman’s Circle
Louis Colalillo
Daniel Donatelli
Larry Greenstein

Rick Krainin
David Sigman

Eric Pick, In Memoriam
Myron Blumenfeld, In Memoriam
Thomas Havens, In Memoriam

Residents Forward
Post Office Box 864, Port Washington, NY 11050
T 516.767.9151 F 516.883.2066
www.residentsforward.org • info@pwresidents.org  E Q

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Garden City, NY
Permit No. 1839

Current Resident Or

Our Mission To inspire and unify the 

residents of Port Washington to protect 

and advance the vibrancy, resiliency, 

sustainability and beauty of our Peninsula.

Donate today to move these projects (and more) forward.

Celebrate the 
Beauty of Our 
Community 
with Our Second 
Annual Backyard 
Garden Tour
Last year’s garden tour was so much 
fun that we’re bringing it back! Join 
us on Sunday, June 5th, from 10:00 
am to 12:00 pm for a tour of seven 
gardens in Harbor Acres. Enjoy a peak 
behind the gates of some of the most 
beautiful gardens in our community 
while supporting Residents Forward. Go 
to https://residentsforward.org/event/
second-annual-backyard-garden-tour/ 
to register and buy your tickets.

FEATURING THE GARDENS 
OF HARBOR ACRES

       Our membership levels include event
tickets. See our website for details.

https://residentsforward.org/event
/second-annual-backyard-garden-

tour/

Get your tickets at 

Thank you to 
our sponsors: 

 

Dawn Serignese, Associate
Real Estate Broker

 

Kate Walz, KW Garden
Design


