
 

 

Mindy Germain’s passion for protecting the environment has 
helped transform the Port Washington community for the 
better.  

Germain's desire to give back to the community began when 
she saw a group of volunteers picking up litter while out 
strolling with her infant daughter. Inspired by their devotion to 
their hometown, she joined the group Residents for a More 
Beautiful Port Washington (now Residents Forward) and 
became its Executive Director. During her thirteen years in this 
role, she organized and led community cleanups, 
environmental advocacy, beautification projects, downtown 
revitalization efforts, and family events that brought people 
together with their neighbors. She also collaborated with the 
Port Washington School District to prepare thousands of 

students to become leaders in the global sustainability movement.   

Under Germain’s collaborative leadership, Resident’s Forward made tremendous progress in every 
area of its work. To make our community cleaner, Residents introduced Clean Green Main Street 
and brought Port the first cigarette butt recycling program on Long Island. To make it greener, 
Residents created the Green Team Environmental Leader educational program, the first Youth 
Climate Summit on Long Island, and the Trash Talkin’ and Every Drop Counts educational exhibits 
at Bay Walk. To make it more sustainable, Residents brought a NICE commuter shuttle to Port 
Washington and kicked off a new era of walking in Port Washington with Let’s Walk PW. To make it 
more beautiful, Residents launched the Port Washington Mural Project and revamped the gardens 
in front of the Post Office, Train Station and Blumenfeld Park. Throughout her tenure, Germain 
maintained Residents’ tradition of environmental advocacy, for example, fighting the reactivation of 
the Queens Wells that threatened Port’s drinking water. 

Germain is a long-time leader in protecting Long Island’s drinking water. Since 2015, she has led the 
Western Nassau County Aquifer Committee and played a key role in delivering the first 
comprehensive groundwater study for Long Island in decades. The study will provide local 
municipalities with modern data to help prevent contamination and address threats to Long 
Island’s drinking water. As a Port Washington Water District Commissioner since 2013, she has been 
helping to lead a multi-faceted five-year plan to rid Port Washington of emerging contaminants 
while continuing her work to reduce water use, increase public transparency, and save taxpayer 
dollars through grants and collaboration with other providers.  Most recently, Germain has 
launched the PWWD’s “Do It for Port” education and action series and started a newspaper 
column, “Germain on Water.” 



In 2020, Germain launched her own consultancy, Eco-Leap, focused on helping communities and 
companies identify steps that create leaps in climate resiliency. Her current work includes helping 
the Town of North Hempstead develop their Climate Action Plan, implementing a walkability 
project for the City of Hoboken, and working with the Long Island Rail Road and other stakeholders 
to reduce car dependency on Long Island.   

Germain enjoyed a 13-year career in global marketing and communications working as an Account 
Director at agencies such as DDB NEEDHAM WORLDWIDE after graduating from the S.I. 
Newhouse School of Communications at Syracuse University in 1992. Germain is also a graduate of 
the Energeia Class of 2020 at Malloy College and is a member of the U.S. Green Building Council 
Sustainable Transportation Committee, Drive Electric Long Island Public Education Committee, the 
steering committee for the NYS DEC/USGS Long Island Groundwater Sustainability Study, the 
Long Island Water Conference, and the Nassau-Suffolk Water Commissioners Association.  

In recognition of her many community contributions, Germain has been named a NY State Woman 
of Distinction, a Nassau County Trailblazer in the New Millennium, a member of the Town of North 
Hempstead’s Women’s Roll of Honor and she received the Port Washington Chamber of 
Commerce award for outstanding service to the Port Washington business community.  

Mindy Germain and her husband, Victor, reside in Port Washington and are the proud parents of 
three children, Sophie, Gabriel, and Harry. 

 


